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Summary 

  

The Ajloun Woodland Reserve is one of the important bird area in Jordan located 

in northern Jordan, represents the Mediterranean Biogeographical Zone and the 

Evergreen Oak vegetation type. A breeding bird survey was carried out during May 

2006 to estimate the densities of breeding species within the reserve. Twenty 

seven point counts were carried out in the reserve, which covers an area of 12 sq. 

kilometers, and is characterized by uniform, dense oak woodland. The bird 

community at the reserve included Turtle Dove, Wren, Blackbird, Lesser 

Whitethroat, Sardinian Warbler, Great tit, Blue Tit and Jay, all of which were 

common and frequent in all parts of the reserve, in addition to Chukar and Tawny 

Owl, which were less common. Three key species for conservation were identified 

from this group. Other species, although common elsewhere in northern Jordan, 

were absent or scarce in the interior of the reserve, and found mainly near or along 

the perimeter. The absence/scarcity of opportunistic species, e.g. Palm Dove and 

Collared Dove, within the reserve indicates that the reserve is relatively 

undisturbed compared with many other woodlands in Jordan. Moreover, a few 

species with a rather restricted range in Jordan, e.g. Wren and Blue Tit had rather 

healthy breeding populations in the reserve.  

The area of the reserve is rather small, and its biodiversity will be affected if the 

forest areas in the surroundings are lost or highly fragmented. Recommendations 

are provided on how to manage the reserve and the natural landscape of its 

surroundings with the aim to better protect the natural ecosystem, which is 

essential for both wild birds, other animals and humans. 


